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This week, starting today, the 
University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley celebrates at its Edinburg, 
Harlingen and Brownsville cam-
puses the 15th anniversary of 
HESTEC — nationally acclaimed 
for promoting science, technolo-
gy, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) to students of all ages. 

This momentous week-long 
event started in 2001, through 
the realization that in order to 
keep our nation’s economy pros-
pering, and innovation moving 
forward, we as Americans need 
to enable greater access to STEM 
studies for students, starting 
with America’s fastest growing 
population — Latinos — who are 
over 90 percent of the popula-
tion in my congressional district. 

With this idea in mind, I met 
with a collective working group 
of educational, business and 
civic leaders in South Texas. We 
reached a consensus that the 
core interest was to identify how 
to increase interest and retention 
in STEM areas of study for stu-
dents. As a result of these meet-
ings and through strategic part-
nerships with the University of 
Texas-Pan American (now the 
University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley), GEAR UP and other 
stakeholders, the Hispanic, 
Engineering, Science and 
Technology (HESTEC) Week was 
developed.

In 15 years, HESTEC has 
grown tremendously. It is recog-
nized as a “Bright Spot in 
Hispanic Education” by the 

White House 
Initiative on Educational 
Excellence for Hispanics. Since 
its inception, HESTEC has host-
ed over 700,000 students, educa-
tors and community members — 
with over 89,000 attendees in 
2015 alone — 45 national and 
corporate partners, and a count-
less number of award winning 
and nationally recognized guest 
speakers, including: Secretary of 
Education Arne Duncan, former 
Speaker of the House Nancy 
Pelosi, Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development Julián 
Castro, Exxon Mobil CEO Rex 
Tillerson, NASA astronaut Jose 
Hernandez, Dell Founder and 
CEO Michael Dell, former direc-
tor of the National Science 
Foundation Rita Colewell, Vice 
Chief of Naval Operations 
Admiral Mark Ferguson, and 
award-winning journalist and TV 
news anchor Soledad O’Brien. 

In its 15th year, HESTEC will 
be bigger than ever, with amaz-
ing innovations like the 
Underwater Robotics SeaPerch 
Program, Robotics Day, Latina 
Mothers and Daughters Day, and 
other exciting events to intro-
duce young people to the STEM 
fields. These areas of study will 

empower students to compete in 
STEM-related industries, further 
helping our nation to bolster 
innovation, economic growth 
and global competitiveness.

As I reflect on HESTEC and its 
success, I am proud that we have 
created a STEM initiative that 
widens the pipeline for Latinos, 
African-Americans, and Asian-
Americans. I am also gratified 
that this amazing program moti-
vates aspiring students to learn 
from experts and role models in 
these growing sectors and shows 
these students that if this scien-
tist, engineer or astronaut looks 
like them, then it will empower 
them to say: “I can do it too!”

I have always believed that it’s 
important to have positive role 
models in life to provide guid-
ance and support. We must 
ensure that our students under-
stand how career pathways to 
STEM look like in order to help 
boost their rate of success. 

HESTEC has been one of the 
greatest initiatives of my con-
gressional career. As your repre-
sentative for the 15th 
Congressional District of Texas 
and ranking member of the 
House Subcommittee on Higher 
Education and Workforce 
Training, I ask that you join us 
during this one week celebration 
for HESTEC’s 15th anniversary 
and help change the world 
through STEM education. 

U.S. Rep. Rubén Hinojosa, D-McAllen, is retiring 
from office this year.
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Hoping Hillary Clinton 
changes her mind on the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership

Washington state residents must hope that Hillary 
Clinton is pulling our leg and will end up supporting 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership if she’s elected president.

This is a sorry state of affairs: hoping a politician 
flip-flops.

Yet the alternative is sadly much worse. Donald 
Trump, the Republican nominee, has threatened to 
scrap existing trade agreements if they couldn’t be 
reworked and raise tariffs. Instead of restoring jobs 
across the heartland, this would start a punishing trade 
war just as the economy is expected to slow.

Transcending this awful election season is the 
importance of trade and agreements that improve 
America’s economy and project its values and influence 
around the world. They are critically important to 
Washington state — where 40 percent of jobs depend 
on trade — and for the rest of the nation.

Clinton has changed her mind once on the TPP deal, 
so there’s reason for hope. That’s a safer bet than the 
knee-jerk isolationism of Trump, who displays a star-
tling lack of diplomacy and understanding of global 
affairs.

As secretary of state, Clinton was a strong advocate 
for the TPP, a sweeping agreement between the U.S. 
and 11 other countries around the Pacific.

The TPP is not perfect but its net effect would be 
positive. It would abolish child labor and create 
enforceable work standards, including workplace-safety 
standards and rights to unionize. Member nations 
would be required to enforce environmental laws.

The TPP would eliminate more than 18,000 taxes 
and trade barriers. That aligns with Clinton’s pledge to 
grow U.S. incomes with stronger, fairer and long-term 
growth.

Take Washington apples: Washington exports about 
a third of its apples, and the Asia-Pacific region is the 
world’s fastest growing economic region. In Vietnam, 
where the World Bank expects particularly strong 
growth, a 10-percent tariff is applied to U.S. apples. 
They compete against Australia and New Zealand 
apples that are duty-free, because those countries have 
a separate trade agreement. The TPP would level the 
field and grow our agricultural industry that employs 
more than 100,000 Washingtonians.

The TPP would also strengthen America’s position 
via economic diplomacy in a region overshadowed by 
China.

Clinton in the past said the TPP was worthwhile 
even though it wouldn’t please everyone. She empha-
sized that compromises are required when making 
such agreements.

TPP terms were finalized after Clinton left the 
administration, giving her an opening to change her 
mind. Still, her late 2015 decision to oppose the pact 
appears blatantly political, improving her chances 
against TPP opponent Bernie Sanders and garnering 
support from labor organizations.

She can oppose TPP as a candidate. But she should 
be prepared to uphold it if President Barack Obama 
gets it passed by Congress before his term ends.

During last week’s debate, Clinton still defended the 
value of strong trade agreements. She echoed the White 
House TPP pitch: 95 percent of the world’s consumers 
live outside the U.S., and we need agreements to trade 
with them.

These are not ordinary business deals that can be 
renegotiated by a blustery real-estate mogul. Trade 
agreements are evolving, multilateral partnerships 
negotiated over years. They bring order, predictability 
and higher standards to billions of people and trillions 
of dollars of economic activity.

Tossing such agreements aside would not restore 
jobs and economic security to Americans hurt by over-
seas competition, automation and the widening 
income gap.

Americans need more opportunity. They need more 
and better education to succeed in a more competitive 
marketplace. They need to be able to launch or work 
for companies that can thrive in the global economy, 
without being propped up by ephemeral trade barriers.

Customers and growth to support American workers 
and companies will come largely from overseas — Asia 
is now the engine of world growth.

America cannot turn the clock back to 1960 and 
restore the manufacturing jobs lost to globalization. 
Chasing nostalgia and dismantling pacts that enable 
freer and fairer trade is economic suicide.

The U.S. would decline as the rest of the world 
evolves. New leaders would emerge to shepherd the 
agreements binding nations and determining whether 
they’ll benefit from each other’s growth, output and 
ideas.

Politically expedient isolationism would make 
ancient empires great again.

If America gives up its leadership role shaping trade 
policies, and using them to project its influence and 
maintain stability, China and Russia would be more 
than ready to fill the void.

The Seattle Times

Things to remember when 
casting ballot

To the Editor:

This past Friday at 3 a.m. the Congress passed 
legislation that took $150 billion from the Social 
Security trust fund. 

During the past 10 years seniors have received 
no cost of living increase in social security three 
times.

Now some are pushing for thousands of more 

refugees to come into our country. They are not 
vetted properly and its not a stretch to believe this 
will cost millions. 

For those who think there is no end to the 
money, its time to wake up. Military wages and 
benefits have also been affected during the current 
administrations term. Remember this when you 
cast your ballot. 

Doing the same thing over and expecting a dif-
ferent result is the definition of insanity.

Lance Rickaway
Harlingen

HESTEC celebrates 15th year
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